CHAPTER   I
The Chad

' Have I not a right to look upon myself as a physical product of missions
with such parents ? Could I be anything less than a born brother to men
of every race, and especially to the very lowest ? '-~G. S, R, 1912*

IN order rightly to understand the character of
Commissioner George Scott Railton, it is neces-
sary first to glance at his antecedents and the
setting of his early life.

Launcelot Railton, the Commissioner's father, was
born in 1812. He was training for a schoolmaster when
his conversion, at the age of eighteen, changed his out-
look entirely y and, giving up his profession a couple of
years later, he became a Wesleyan Methodist minister,
or rather missionary, consecrating his life to the
coloured people of the West Indies.

He was a man of strong principles and one of the
first few in England who dared to * make fools of them-
selves * by signing the temperance pledge. He was
also a Methodist when Methodism was only another
word^for that which was extreme, narrow-minded, and
fanatical.

He met his future wife, Margaret Scott, in Antigua.
She was a Scottish girl from Edinburgh, and in'her
very early days had consecrated her life to her Saviour's
service. Also a teacher by profession, she had heard
the call to the Mission Field, which came to her through
her brother, the Rev, Dr. George Scott, after whom
she later named her second son, the subject of this
sketch.